Understanding Areas of
Special Biological
Significance.

The California State Water Resources Control
Board created Areas of Special Biological
Significance, where no pollutants are allowed to
be discharged in order to help maintain high
water quality within some of the most pristine
and biologically diverse sections of California’s
coast. Today, there are 34 such areas—sometimes
referred to as State Water Quality Protection
Areas—in California. La Jolla is home to two.
These ASBS encompass a large portion of the La
Jolla Shores marine environment, which includes
the La Jolla State Marine

Conservation Area and

the adjoining San Diego-

Scripps State Marine

Conservation Area.

What’s in your backyard?

As a resident of San Diego, you know that you
live in one of the world’s most beautiful coastal
areas. Many of you have walked La Jolla’s sandy
beaches, fished off of local piers, sailed up the
coast, or watched a brilliant sunset from the
rocky coasts. You also probably know that the
waters off the coast of La Jolla are home to a fan-
tastic array of marine life. You may have seen
some of these creatures—spiny lobsters, abalone,
giant sea bass, vermillion rockfish, schools of
leopard sharks—up close while wading, snorkel-
ing or diving. Or maybe you were content to
appreciate La Jolla’s serene ocean beauty from
shore. Regardless of how you choose to experi-
ence it, you know that this area is special. It’s
your own oceanic backyard. It’s home. But did
you know that this area was so ecologically sig-
nificant—and so vulnerable to damage—that it is
designated by the State of California as an Area
of Special Biological Significance (ASBS)?
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